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ui{J»W 6ai?i5&ui<ju' neVYi rtu^"" 
way, It tix>k three days. Fin ally 
they called, rntncaml, uh, Icrry. 
niy buddy, and Deke, another 
buddy of mine, called iv.tr names, 

jtutus on a C-130, and fls w us 
up to Dong Ha. And I’m sitting 
on the runway at Dong lit, voic¬ 
ing' for J jeep to conic and get 
me, right? And elite green-box 
rdrigirMtur tt uck pulls up. I'm 
dunkin', Wow! liter iud ice 
creajn. ‘ tins ii'ut’t ao bad. And this 
forklift cymes up, they open up 
the truck, they start lifting these 
Mg boxes oui, start putting ’em 
unthri airplane—boom!—it 
hits me: thwians dead people. 
Dead Marine. Dead Ameri¬ 
cans. And I’m thinking, 1 gotta 
be here 13 months? I’m not 
going to live 13 mo tit Its! J idw 
in hell can 1, dumb 18-year-old 
stupid me, got kffl«Nl32 limes iii_ 
xaglng. how In bdl am 1 go ihg 
io Eve 13 months? 1 mean, you 
Jvatdi Dan Rather or wli.ilever 
in the news.right? You see iri 
feu wncUlt in jouclivuigrtvim! 
lut it’s over there. It's not you. 


‘ “^WiSTCTtaracL'i; n SaiCtiSrws- ‘ 
tile fact it's smelly and it’s hot 
and you're scared, here's rral- 
. iLytiittbgyouuitheEscii.'niefes 
death here. W-ytdiliig’cm fork¬ 
lift tliose—I just thought, Ob, 

man. 

—ns 

. I don't kmwbuu many old 
liciiLOpter* they used, but tliey 
ruokagrcit number of us from 
the ship into Vietnam. And 
somehow my helicopter got sep¬ 
arated, Other helicopters ww. 
like, one way, ours went the 
otfret. E ended up in Dong Ha. 
Anyway, bucuusenrtb.it, if look 
me another two days to honk 
up ihQua ngTrl. You Jenow, get 
on a truck convoy, it's kind o* 
crazy! All these 1 signs: KILL'EM 
A) J /LE V GOD SEPARATE 1 jMt 

pointing liNiTB) STATFS 

• rhtswity.NF.WZFLALANDthac 
way. Shit like that. And J kind 
o* saw, Eke, everybody walking 
around with their bead cut off. 
But it was or&aw.cd chaos. 
Tru cksgo in ’ th is way, that way. 


•tiuyfilJiSisminai tooSs'OO II iSf" 
faces. Othem, lika,ju5t walkin’ 
down the street. My way, I got 
litere,checked in. And they tell 
me, *We been expecting you 
&»ys.- 

" —DA f, 

They needed trained inU'l%cnce 
people so badly that l hey pulled 
me out of school and sent me, 


would...you j\ut died. T ended 
up next to Marble Mountain, 
’fltceewasa hard-back tent ansa 
tlvere. that spring they'd boat 
hit |>y mortar lire thal'dblown 
everyth iug a way, so the y’d buil t 
a bunker in the center. It was 
six feet underground wil h heavy 
timberi and samtbags. That's 
where intelligence operated. We 
bad a Murine outpost aa the 


I enlisted two -days after 
I turned 18 . 


nameonK'f.'i. to Vietnam. You 
laiow, l wasn’t just a sergeant, 
J was Sergeant t.eam<md P. lacy 
reporting to 1 IMM-263 ;is intd- 
ligtnee chief. I won't just a body 
1o fill a quota. L didn't have Id 
through ITK ortlun 30-day 
imlccirmatron.I went direct on 
Tiger Airlines. landed fti Ds 
Nang right after theUrjt rocket 
attack they bad oil the airfield. 
It was bolter'n hcQ! That damn 
humidity hit you, and you 


damn lull, but the bad gpyis were 
just oil tile other side, w It etc 
incoming flights to Da Nang 
took flic from. We couldn't 
napalm the hell out of ’em, 
because we had civilians ma¬ 
ilin' around up i lie ying-yang. 
One night J got involved, in ti 

damn lirufighr, ] had to make a 

courier ran to head quarters, 
which entailed riding a Jeep 
iW>$r Freedom Bridgp between 
Da Nang and Marhf© Moun¬ 


tain. Damn ARVNa {Army of 
RepnblicofSouth Vietnam !<ol- 
diersj wvre supposed to guard 
thedaitm ibirg. We started rak¬ 
ing fire like gangbcwUrs from 
automatic wtapoiu. I jumped out 
firing an old M2 carbine. My 
drive? fired an old grease-gun. 
His wassodanui nisiyl coukio't 
believe It worked.That was my 
Gist taswof hul!filsci>ming.al me 
with To Whom It May (Con¬ 
cern written on ’em. 

LKL. 

Wc were in the Philippines on 
more jungle training. And I 
remember being in town on lib¬ 
erty veilly pissed oft Td gotten 
rolled. Three i vomc n ha d b ecu, 
you Jcnow.doingwxuflt stuff to 
nt<t, slole my damn wallet. 
Must've been two whole bucks 
in tbcie. lowtung back ih>w l 
think, Why can't that happen 
to me today? Three women rav¬ 
aging my*body? Steal] ng my two 
bucks? I mean, the i/ony<if the 
whole tiling. Bat then nil of a 
sudden, the whotc battalion got 


rounded up. All Wwriywascan 
ceJed. ''Report back to alii 
immediately!" Ana we jus 
blasted off for VIctnniLjuic to 
speed. T mean, 1 haw vivid mm 
ories of being directly undo 
mstth llic flight deck,.wherctk 
elevator camcdowi^of fifastt 
hilling yflT the ceiling. We w ti 
going so fast. This was a bq 
tune emergency;"As soon as v 
got tlicr e, the operation begai 
fiiFdiilfy companies just g« 
slaughtered. 1 remember ge 
ting on one of those hel 
copters — the old helicopter 
not Ifueys —thinking, Wcaii) 
gonna make ill I.mean, you g 
otf the flight deck and you g 
dowii. And you ride in (luttliir 
for a while,start to land, som* 
body yells, "Get out!" And> 
jam jump, Y<»i don’t knowvdief 

you are. bin I was told later w 
weie in the UMZ. 

MyMOS was 7011 or Sat 
IS lkurt Airfield for Tactical Svj. 
porrf. You know, on the jci 
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